Zviagrip: Edward John McGaw.

Bjarni Benediktsson — Stjérnmal — Utanrikisradherra — Utanrikismal — Zviagrip — Edward John McGraw
- 1951

Tekid af vef Borgarskjalasafnsins

bjarnibenediktsson.is

Einkaskjalasafn nr. 360
Stjérnmalamadurinn
Askja 2-12, Ork 2

©Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur



EDWARD JOHN McGAW

Edward J. McGaw was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, February 13.
1901, He was graduated from the United States Military Academy at #est Pcind,
New York, ;nd commissioned a second” liecutenant of Field Artillery, July 2
1920, That same date he was promoted to first lieutenant.

He enrolled in the Field Artillery School at Fort Knox, Kentucky, i.:
September 1920, and upon graduation in August, 1921, became an instructo. “nere
The following October he was ordered to Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, for duy
@ith the 13th Field Artillery. He became personnel adjutant of the 13u1 Fi-ld
Artillery, in November, 1922, and from August, 1923, to February 192 =724
as assistant to the post school dfficer and instructor at the West Poit pr s
paratory School at Schofield Barracks.,

He then returned to the United States as officer in charge of the Hawaii -
an Department Olympic Boxing Team, and in October, 192k, went to Camp Leis
Washington, to join the 10th Field Artillery. In Lugust, 1925, he became
instructor at the United States Military /icademy at West Point, New York, ard
five years later was ordered to Fort Bliss, Texas, for duty with the 82nd Picld
Artillery. He was named adjutant and plans and training officer of the 82nd
Field /rtillery in July, 1933.

He entered the Command and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, in /fugust, 193k, and was graduated in June, 1936, He again scrved as
an instructor (4ssistant Professor) at the United States Military fLcademy from
August, 1936, to September, 1939, when he enrolled in the Lrmy uar College at
#ashington, D. C. Upon gradustion in June, 1940, he joined the 20th Field
Artillery and in October, 1940, %as designated operations officer Lth Division

Artillery.

In July, 19l1, he became commanding officer of the Tth Field Artillery
Observation Battalion at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, He moved to Camp Blanding,
Florida, in the same capacity in January, 1942, and to Camp Shelby, Mississippi,
the following March, He was assigned as assistant to the chief of the Training
Division, Headquarters, frmy Ground Forces, at Washington, D.C., in June 1912,
and later became assistact to the assistant chief of staff for operations of the
Army Ground Forces,

In March, 1943, he became artillery commander of the 63rd Infantry Division
at Camp Blanding, Florida. He moved to Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, in the same
capacity in fugust, 1943,

In February, 1945, he was announced as being with that division in France.
ictually on January 30 the division took up a defensive position in the line as
part of the Seventh Army in the vicinity of Saarguemines, France, On March 17
in the assualt of the Siegfried Line just north of Ensheim, the 63rd Division
made the first complete break-through. After crossing the Rhine, the 63rd
Division completed the capture, on April 1, of Heidelberg.

The 63rd Division was relieved by the 36th Division Lrtillery on April 30,
#hen the 63rd passed to SHAEF reserve, and in August, 1945, General McGaw re-
turned to the United States and was assigned to the Civil Affairs Division,
Office of the Chief of Staff, Six weeks later he was appointed deputy G-3 of
the Army Forces in the Western Pacific., In October, 1945, he was appointed
G-3 of the Philippines~Ryukyus Command at Manila, Philippine Islands, and in
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February, 1947, became artillery commander of th- 11th /irborne Division in
Japany In Octobery 1947; he was assigned a2s commandant of the Lrmy Information
School at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylveoniay and retained command when it was
redesignated the ‘rmed Forces Inform4tdon School in June, 1948,

General licGaw was assigned to the Debartment of the Navy for duty on, the
staff of the Commander-in-Chief, Atlantie, in February, 1951, ;

Designated a .Unified Commander, General McGaw arrived with the initial
units of the Iceland Def¢rse Force, composed of personnel of all three services,
at Keflavik Lirport, Iceland, on-liay 7, 1951,

General UicGaw has been awarded the Legion of ilerit with one Oak Le~ 0 is.
ter, Bronze Star liedal with two Clusters, fir Medal, and the Zrmy Commeud-+ . -
Ribbon with one Oak Leaf Cluster. His foreign decorations include the frore
Croix de Guerre with Palm and the Distinguished Service Star of the Commen-
wealth of the Philippines.

P&OMOTIONS
He was promoted to captain (permanent) on August 1, 1935; to major
(permanent ) on July 1, 19403 to lieutenant eolonel (temporary) on December ik
19L1; to colorel (temporary) on November 18, 1942; to brigadier general
(temporary) on June. 30, 19L43; to lieutenant colrnsl (permanent) on July 24
1943; to enlenel (permanent) on March 11, 1948,

Prepared by PIO-IDF 21 August 1951
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